
Update the Scottsdale 
Historical Museum (Little Red 

Schoolhouse)



Our City’s Museum can use an Update
• Exhibits put together by local volunteers 26 years 

ago
• Scottsdale Leadership class 32 members 

comments
• “I’d be very disappointed to have brought my 

family here on vacation”
• “Doesn’t tell an interesting/compelling story”

• Does not represent the high level of guest 
experience one expects in Scottsdale



The Customer Experience
Average length of visit:  Less than 10 minutes 

22,000 visitors per year – 80% are tourists



One Current Exhibit

Scottsdale Typical School Room, 
1915-1955



• Updates to our museum would contribute to some of the goals 
in the Board’s “Pillars”:  

• Product and experience development – Offer products and 
experiences that meet the needs of today’s travelers and are 
authentic to our destination.  What’s more authentic to Scottsdale 
than a museum about our history? 

• Downtown Activation and Connectivity - Explore  a public spaces 
master plan to facilitate connectivity, create distinct points of interest, 
and provide places for people to gather and spend.  With a little help, 
the Museum can become a key ‘distinct point of interest’. 

Board of Directors- Experience Scottsdale 



Ganymede Design Group
• Specializes in the conceptualization, 

development and design of interpretive 
environments such as those found in museums, 
children’s museums and cultural centers.

• Collaborations are the product of a working 
partnership with our clients. 

• Project begins by defining the client’s audience 
and giving thoughtful consideration to the 
project objectives, 

• Every exhibit and every interior should become 
a uniquely personal experience for the visitor.

Tovrea Castle



Winfield Scott Exhibit - Scottsdale

Boarding School Experience 
– Heard Museum 

It is a challenge to show off our artifacts in 2000 sq. ft.



Ganymede Design Stages
• Visioning and Concept Development

• Schematic Design

• Design Development

• Total design cost estimate: $71,500



Request for funding for the Design Process

• Construction and installation estimates will be formulated 
during design. 

• Post design, the Scottsdale Historical Society will solicit 
community support and grant funding to help with 
construction costs. 



What do you think?
• Are we on the right track with our vision for improvement?
• Feedback and advice on next steps?

THANK YOU !
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